“I wrote this play, knowing that the residents I met working 15 years at retirement facilities and nursing homes don’t really have a voice.” 

Mark Cherniak’s one-man show Jalopies, at Richard Hugo House is a delightfully funny, sad, witty and compassionate  one-man show written and performed by Mark Cherniak a social worker, who also has an MFA in acting.  Through the plot, Jalopies, does expose some of the ruthlessness in the elder-care industry, however it is not didactically written, and the main point of the play is how the elderly deal with that stage of life, the community they create to help and support each other and the hope and joy they discover in the most difficult of circumstances.  

Narrating the play is Ray, a wise-talking New Yorker, who introduces the characters,  Cheerful sensitive Esther and her husband of 65 years, Peter.  Hank, a blind ex-champion runner, Maurice, a 99 year old Frenchman,  and various other characters struggling with elderly issues.

A loose plot develops when the facility is sold to a new company and the new manager, Roger Williams, a slim-ball if ever there was one, decides to spruce up the place, fill the vacant rooms, by clearning the place out of the most depressing cases and forcibly moving them to nursing-homes, which usually means very rapid death.

As the residents confront the issue,  the 

